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Then came the confrontation—and the

bloodshed.
Martin had given conflicting statements to

two different newspapers about what had
triggered the gunfire.

‘‘I halted the marching column and read
the proclamation but they refused to pay at-
tention and started to resume their march,’’
he had told a reporter from the Philadelphia
North American.

‘‘I called the leader to stop but he ignored
my order and I attempted to arrest him. I
hated to give the command to shoot and was
awful sorry that I was compelled to do so,
but I was there to do my duty.’’

Later that same day, apparently on the ad-
vice of his attorney, Martin told a reporter
from another newspaper that he had not or-
dered the deputies to open fire.

News of the massacre enraged residents of
the entire Hazleton area and violence was
feared.

In order to prevent a serious uprising, five
regiments of the state National Guard were
ordered into the Hazleton area by Gov. Dan-
iel H. Hastings.

Charles McGlynn, a charter member of the
original three-man Lattimer Massacre Me-
morial Committee and currently chairman
of that committee, has conducted extensive
research on the incident and identified the 19
men who were killed at the scene.
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Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, after 39

years in the banking community, Benny L.
Tolbert, a resident of Rockmart, GA, in the
Seventh District of Georgia, has taken early
retirement. Mr. Tolbert began his career at the
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta. He later
earned certificates from the Georgia Banking
School in Athens and the School of Banking of
the South at LSU. Mr. Tolbert later served as
president of the Rockmart Bank and the Com-
mercial Bank of tallapoosa. He ended his ca-
reer serving as president and chief executive
officer of the First Floyd Bank.

In addition to his banking career, Mr. Tolbert
served in civic activities including chairman of
the Cedartown Merchants Association, presi-
dent of the Cedartown Chamber of Com-
merce, president of the Kiwanis Club of
Rockmart and president of the Ruritan Club of
Cave Spring. Mr. Tolbert served his country by
serving 6 months active duty and 51⁄2 years
active reserve.

Mr. Tolbert and his wife, Charlene, are
members of the Shorter Avenue Baptist
Church where Mr. Tolbert serves as a mem-
ber of the finance committee, a deacon, and
Sunday school teacher.

It is my honor to offer these words in sup-
port, and in recognition of, Mr. Tolbert’s career
of service to his community.
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Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,

I would like to take the opportunity today to

recognize the Valley Forge Sewer Authority in
Valley Forge, PA. Today, the Valley Forge
Sewer Authority was presented with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Region III,
Operations and Maintenance Excellence
Award for 1997.

Valley Forge Sewer Authority’s consistent
excellence in providing wastewater treatment
to a wide area of homes and businesses in
and around Valley Forge, as recognized by
this award, is particularly noteworthy and de-
serves special recognition in this year the,
25th anniversary of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act of 1972.

All too often, the positive aspects of our Na-
tion’s environmental protection efforts and
laws are not acknowledged. Rather, the focus
is placed more on the unfortunate instances
when our environment is harmed. Valley
Forge Sewer Authority, which serves thou-
sands of households and numerous busi-
nesses, is an example of how we can live and
work in harmony with the environment under
the direction of Federal, State, and local laws
and regulations.

As the Representative of the Seventh Con-
gressional District, in which the Valley Forge
Sewer Authority is located, I ask my col-
leagues to join me congratulating the authority
for its accomplishment. The member munici-
palities, municipal authorities, and Valley
Forge Sewer Authority’s management and
staff deserve our commendation for true envi-
ronmental protection.
f

A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE RICHIE
ASHBURN

HON. THOMAS M. FOGLIETTA
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 10, 1997

Mr. FOGLIETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to a man who holds a special
place in the hearts of all Philadelphians, Don
Richard Ashburn. Richie Ashburn died of a
heart attack yesterday in New York at the age
of 70. Just hours before, he had been in the
booth at Shea Stadium broadcasting a game
between the Mets and his beloved Phillies.

For almost 50 years, Richie was a part of
Philadelphia. He came up as a rookie in 1948
and promptly won the job of starting center
fielder. That year he hit .333 with 32 stolen
bases, was the only rookie voted to the all-star
game, and was subsequently named Rookie
of the Year. He won batting titles in 1955 and
1958, and was known as a superb outfielder
who could run down almost any ball. He set
records by notching 500 or more putouts in
four different seasons and 400 or more put-
outs in 9 seasons.

On the last day of the season in 1950, with
the Phillies leading the Dodgers by only one
game in the standings, the two teams met at
Ebbetts Field to decide who would take the
National League Pennant. With the score tied
1–1 in the bottom of the ninth, a Brooklyn
player tried to score from second on a ball hit
into the outfield by Duke Snyder. Richie field-
ed the ball and threw a perfect strike to the
catcher, who tagged the sliding Dodger out to
end the threat. The Phillies won that game
with 10th-inning home run, but it was Richie’s
throw home that saved the season for the
‘‘Whiz Kids.’’ Some of us remember that game

like it was yesterday, and I will always remem-
ber Richie’s voice, which was the voice of the
Phillies for decades after his retirement as a
player. His midwestern twang, his dry humor,
and the sage baseball wisdom which charac-
terized his broadcasts could be heard through-
out the city from April to October. Richie was
elected to the hall of fame in 1995 and on July
30 that year, more than 35,000 fans, most
sporting Phillies red, showed up to usher him
into the hall. It was the largest crowd ever at
a hall of fame induction ceremony.

The city of Philadelphia lost a friend yester-
day. Richie was a class act. All over the city,
from the stoops of South Philly to the church
which now sits where Connie Mack Stadium
once played host to Whitey’s many triumphs,
the city mourns the loss of its favorite adopted
son. Richie Ashburn grew up in a small town
in Nebraska, but he came to love Philadelphia
as much as Philadelphia loved him. City flags
will remain at half-mast until Richie is laid to
rest. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues
join me today in honoring the memory of
Richie Ashburn, who was more than just a
great ballplayer.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I am inserting

my Washington Report for Wednesday, Au-
gust 20, 1997, into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD:

DIRECT DEMOCRACY

One of the more intriguing questions of
government is whether it is responsive to the
views of the voters. Many Americans think
it is not. Others think politicians are too re-
sponsive, spending all of their time trying to
be reelected and basing their positions on
what they think the voters want rather than
what they think would be good for the coun-
try. My belief is that politicians reflect the
views of those they represent more than the
people think, but certainly examples can be
found to the contrary. In a country as large
as ours the people cannot govern themselves
directly, at least not on every matter on the
national agenda. A fundamental issue of
American democracy is the appropriate
means for the voters to express themselves.

Under our system of representative democ-
racy, the voters play an essential but limited
role. They do not determine public policy
but they vote to determine who will deter-
mine public policy. In some ways, the ac-
cepted notion that every adult is entitled to
an equal voice in the conduct of public af-
fairs is difficult to square with the practice
of filtering the wishes of the voters through
elected leaders.

I sometimes wonder whether we are on the
threshold of a transformation in our democ-
racy involving a significant increase in citi-
zen participation. All of us lament the de-
cline of voter participation and the cynical
manipulation of our political campaigns.
Most of us have a feeling of being ‘‘left out’’
of the decision-making process, like the con-
stituent who complained to me that no one
asked him whether he favored the recent
budget agreement. Occasionally I encounter
people who believe government has become
an alien force in American life. Faith in
major institutions of government is low. The
damage to democracy in all of this is obvi-
ous.
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